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SUBJ; ATHERTON BRIEFING 

1 . ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON GAVE BACKGROUND BRIEFING DECEMBER 14 
TO GROUP OF AMERICAN MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES COVERING CAIRO CONFERENCE. 
FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF THE ONE PORTION OF BRIEFING THAT WAS NOT 

ON BACKGROUND AND COULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO ATHERTON: 

2. QUESTION: "FIRST, WHAT DO WE EXPECT OF THIS CAIRO MEETING WHILE 
MR. BEGIN'S VISIT IS GOING ON, AND, SECOND, WHAT DO WE EXPECT AS AN 
OVERALL OBJECTIVEOF THE CAIRO MEETING." 

3. ATHERTON: "ON THE FIRST, THERE IS A LOT OF GROUNDWORK TO BE DONE, 

AND I THINK THAT MEETINGS HERE CAN PROCEED AS THEY WERE ORIGINALLY 
PLANNED TO PROCEED, EVEN IF MR. BEGIN WERE IN WASHINGTON, TO BEGIN 
TO LAY THIS GROUNDWORK. AS FOR THE OVERALL OBJECTIVE OF THE 
CONFERENCE, ONEOF THE THINGS THAT WE'RE GOING TO BE TALKING ABOUT 
IN THE EETING HERE WILL BE TO TRY TO DEFINE MORE PRECISELY WHAT 
THE OVERALL OBJECTIVE IS BUT, IN GENERAL TERMS I THINK THERE'S 
ALREADY AGREEMENT: IT'S TO BEGIN TO DEAL WITH THE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 
OF AN OVERALL MIDDLE EAST PEACE SETTLEMENT TO SEE WHETHER IT'S 
POSSIBLE TO COME TO SOME MEETING OF THE MINDS BETWEEN THE EGYPTIANS 
AND THE ISRAELIS ON THESE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES NOT JUST AS THEY RELATE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO EGYPT AND ISRAEL BUT AS THEY RELATE TO AN OVERALL SETTLEMENT 
INVOLVING ISRAEL AND ALL OF ITS NEIGHBORS. THE OTHER OBJECTIVE IS TO 
SEE WHETHER IT'S POSSIBLE TO FIND SOLUTIONS TO THE KIND OF PROCEDURAL 
QUESTIONS THAT WE WERE WRESTLING WITH BEFORE THE SADAT VISIT TO 
JERUSALEM THAT WILL HAVE TO BE DEALT WITH AND RESOLVED BEFORE A 
GENEVA CONFERENCE CAN BE CONVENED." 
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4. NEW SUBJECT: SAME DAY, ATHERTON WAS INTERVIEWED ON CAMERA AND 
SEPARATELY BY NBC, CBS AND ABC. ASSUME DEPARTMENT HAS SEEN INTERVIEWS 
SINCE STATE 299052 CONTAINED TEXT AS BROADCAST OF NBC ONE. HOWEVER, 

WE COULD CABLE TEXTS OF ABC AND CBS INTERVIEWS IF NEEDED. ADVISE. 

EILTS 
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